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May 12, 2000

For Immediate Release:
JOHNETTA JONES RECEIVES "FRIEND OF THE FAMILY" AWARD
CHARLESTON - Johnetta Jones, director of minority affairs at Eastern Illinois
University, has been named the 2000 recipient of the Illinois Council on Family Relations'
"Friend of the Family" award.
This award, presented to an individual who has made outstanding contributions to
individuals and families in Illinois, was presented to Jones during the annual conference held
earlier this spring.
Jones was nominated for the award by Jayne Ozier and Loretta Prater, faculty members
in Eastern's School of Family and Consumer Sciences. The letter of nomination read, in part,
as follows:
"For nearly 25 years, Ms. Jones has taught, mentored and nurtured EIU students. She
has been instrumental in the establishment, growth and development of programs to recruit,
retain and increase graduation rates of minority students.
"Through her tireless, endless and relentless efforts, she advocates for individuals and
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programs. Johnetta never says 'no' to EIU faculty, staff and administrators seeking help to
enhance their abilities to teach and support students. She knows the value of family for
students' academic success."
Jones, hired as Eastern's third director of African-American studies and as a sociology
professor, also helped establish the university's Peer Helper program, providing "friends" on
campus for African-American students and, later, for freshmen and transfer students.
She also established two other programs -the Gateway program, designed for students
identified as having the potential to complete a bachelor's degree but who do not meet all
admission criteria, and the TRIO award program, which focuses on the retention and
graduation rates of first-generation college students, students from low-income families and/or
students with disabilities.
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